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The author and translator 
delivers a crackling 
and stylish mystery in 
The Extinction of Irena Rey. 
See our review on p. 48.
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Driven by a purpose, energized by faith, and guided by a 
compelling vision, the purpose of Mike Smathers and his wife 
for moving from one community to another was to remake a 
distressed, back-country Appalachian community into an 
intentional Christian community. Both of them refused 
promotions to continue working on their vision. Their 
vision was in the making for thirty-five years. Eventually, 
their pioneering efforts in community development and 
racial equality gained replication and distinction from 
others. Mike journaled their journey in Adventures in 
Faith: A Memoir of Two Purpose-Driven Lives.

Mike Smathers penned this memoir believing that the 
history he shared in this retrospective account is worthy of being 
preserved for posterity—even if that posterity is only a few people.
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A minister and Bible teacher, Denise Watts, pens Nuggets of Gold: Reflections on 
Right Relationship with God as an invitation to a lifelong treasure hunt—reading 
the Bible. is book refreshes us with the basic tenets of Christianity, allowing us 
to gain a fresh and renewed sense of what it means to be a follower of Christ 
through a Bible-informed picture of God and what a healthy relationship with 
Him offers.

ere are verses throughout Scripture, hidden like nuggets of gold in a rich lode, ere are verses throughout Scripture, hidden like nuggets of gold in a rich lode, 
that are waiting to be mined by all who are willing to spend time in His Word. e 
Bible, God’s love letter for His human creation, shows how much He loves us and 
encourages and empowers us to learn to apply his standards in life.

Reflect ions  on
Right  Relat ionship with God

NUGGETS OF
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Denise  Watts
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